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others ; and once he had pledged his word or made a piomisc
no amount of argument or moral pressure sufficed to make
him resile fiom it. His trustworthiness in lliis avspect
became proverbial in Ahmadabad. Kven in the most
trifling matters of everyday routine no consideration of
personal convenience was allowed to inteifere with engage-
ments entered into with others, and he was scrupulously
careful to avoid making any piomisc which he Mt in any
way doubtful of his ability to perform. Forbearance was
another notable trait in l)is character, and 1ho Ainskiit
motto which headed Ms notepaper, meaning " There is no
weapon like forbearance/' may be truly considered to have
been one of the guiding principles of his life. In the face
of great provocation, he never gave way to anger nor lost
control of liimself ; the most irritating circumstances failed
to ruffle his temper , and in the height of bitter controversy
his language was always that of a calm and dispassionate
advocate. His patience, when attacked, was so great that
others, who sided with him, were sometimes disposed In
take up the cudgels on his behalf. When, for example, the
waterworks were under construction and RunehhodHI,
on his daily rounds of inspection, was greeted with abuse
and insult by the more ignorant citizens, his family berged
him to relinquish all active interest in his projects and so
obviate the chance of contumely. " Thdr insults," replied
Ranchhocllal, " surely do me no harm, for what I have
been doing is for their good, and fiom good no evil can
result. Their treatment of me resembles that of children
who, when bitter medicines are administered to them, kick
and abuse those around them in ignorance of their beneficial
effects, but are grateful when recovery follows. These very
people will soon discover their mistake and instead of
cursing will bless me." He lived to see this prophecy
fulfilled to the very letter. Many other instances of his
forbearance live in the memories of his contemporaries and
need no mention here. Let it suffice that his patient toler-
ance at length turned many a scoffer and opponent into an